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Understanding to respect the faiths and cultures of Europe
http://www.donbosco-humanrights.org/dh/j/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=342
The European society is now irreversibly destined to live with religious pluralism, without necessarily having the necessary cultural, civil and spiritual assumptions to avoid transforming diversity into difference, refusal or even rejection; this may lead to a path of violence and resentment. The objective of our project is promoting the capacity of intercultural dialogue of citizens through the prism of interreligious respect.
We hope that interreligious respect may be recognised as one of the “civil virtues” that stimulate the commitment of European citizenship and enrich its destiny.
Chronology 

The project “Laity and religious pluralism in the public space in Europe” of which the learning program “Understanding to respect the faiths and cultures of Europe” is a part has lasted 12 months: July 2007 – June 2008. The first stage involved gathering the texts that then became integrated in the learning program; these texts began with the European conference that took place on 22-26 August at Gargnano and Verona.

The material obtained at the conference was subsequently integrated and elaborated until December 2007. This revision was carried out through an interactive, multimedial platform that was set up and administered by Edulife to allow participants to continue their reflections and elaborations.
From January 2008 the implementation of materials began in order to make them available for distance learning; after an experimental phase with a sample of 500 users in April, the final program is now on line for its clients.

Objectives 

The European society is now irreversibly destined to live with religious pluralism, without necessarily having the necessary cultural, civil and spiritual assumptions to avoid transforming diversity into difference, refusal or even rejection; this may lead to a path of violence and resentment.
The objective of our project is promoting the capacity of intercultural dialogue of citizens through the prism of interreligious respect.

We hope that interreligious respect may be recognised as one of the “civil virtues” that stimulate the commitment of European citizenship and enrich its destiny.

The clients 

Our clients are young and adult people, that is, all citizens who, as builders of the city, common living space, are called upon the dialogue and reciprocal awareness of their own cultures, even in their religious side.
As part of the EU project, this learning program is composed of four units:
1. Critical incidents
2. Stereotypes
3. Skills necessary for the dialogue
4. Best practices

 

In each one of the four units its objectives are indicated and learning material is offered with a consistent integration of text and images. Inside each unit, texts in italics without the indication of a source were obtained from the intervention of participants of the conference “Laity and religious pluralism in the European public space” (Gargnano-Verona, 22-26 August 2007). The name of the specific participant is not mentioned because we have given priority to the cooperative and collective dimension, which has positively characterised the presentations at the conference.

 

Information boxes deal with a peculiar aspect of a particular faith (for example, the refusal of blood transfusion by Jehovah Witnesses).

 

Links for in depth study highlight the differences among the five faiths in question, with reference to a precise aspect (dressing, feast and holidays, alimentary prescriptions, worshipping). Two more in depth studies explore the most frequent stereotypes in Europe concerning non-Christians and the best practices for intercultural and interreligious dialogue.

 

The texts in information boxes and in depth studies were composed after the conference mentioned above and carry, when appropriate, the indication of sources and authors. The few excepts in italics are, again, taken from contributions at the conference. Information provided refer only to the followers of the various faiths and not to ministers, consecrated people, monks or those who have specific functions and, as a consequence of their status, may have particular obligations.
Promoters 

· Centro europeo di Gargnano (Brescia), Italian branch of Insertion (Brussels),

· association Voies de l’Orient with its headquarter in Brussels,

· Department of Education of the University of Verona

· with the collaboration Cepof e Edulife, leading institutions in the production and administration of distant learning.

Two types of persons have been invited to collaborate in the construction of this learning program: persons practically operating in the intercultural and/or interreligious dialogue and educators (teachers and lecturers) of various religions and secular ethics.
We also tried to benefit of the presence of believers and experts of the various faiths, used to teach religion (Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Sanathana Dharma - Hinduism) and secular ethics in a large number of international contexts: 8 countries (Australia, Belgium, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Lebanon, Spain).

	(I) Gianfranco Bertagni
	Assistant at the Chair of Religions of the Classic World, History of Religion, University of Bologna www.gianfrancobertagni.it

	(B) Moutsy Bertels
	Teachers of secular ethics in primary schools and active member of Masonic Lodge “Human Rights” of Brussels.

	(IT) Olivo Bolzon
	Member of the Commission for the Ecumenical Dialogue, Treviso.

	(B) Donatienne Cassiers
	Coordinator of ”Voies de l’Orient” and researcher of Taoism, Brussels.

	(IT) Bruno Ducoli
	Sociologist and philosopher, President of Insertion - European Centre.

	(F) Christian Delorme
	The “priest of the Minguettes”, close to the young Beurs of Lyon.

	(E – H) Ramon De Marcos Sanz
	Bachelor in Sociology and Communication Sciences, expert in the integration of minorities, Budapest.

	(IT) Maria Grazia Gasparini
	Coordinator of the Immigrants Project for the region Isola Bergamasca and Bassa Val S.Martino (Bergamo).

	(IT – AU) Piero Giorgi
	Adjunct Professor at the Australian Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, Faculty of Sociology, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia www.pierogiorgi.org

	(IT) Amelia Girardi
	Vice-President of the International Brotherhood Charles de Foucauld, Venezia.

	(IT) Fratel Francesco Guidorizzi
	Co-founder of the “Monastery for Non-believers”, a study group of believers and non-believers, Abbey of Maguzzano (Brescia).

	(IT – D) Heidi Leers
	Vice-President of the Council of the Lutheran Church in Verona-Gardone (Brescia)

	(F) Jean Luc Lemercier
	Director of the Centre for the Dialogue among Cultures and Religions, Dunkerque.

	(IT) Gabriel Mandel Khan
	General Vicar for Italy of the brotherhood of Sufi Jerrahi-Halveti, Milan www.gabrielemandel.net 

	(IT) Antonio Mazziotti
	Theologian, sociologist and lawyer, expert in European and international private law with a long-standing practice in migration issues, Napoli

	(F) Mohammed Merdji,
	Economist and philosopher, lecturer in economy at ESC of Nantes, founder of CIRFTeN of Lille.

	(B) Silvana Panciera
	Sociologist operational coordinator of the project and founder of COFTeN, Brussels.

	(IT e Libano) Father Vittorio Pozzo
	Responsible of the Order of Salesiani in the Middle East, with a long-standing experience of cohabitation in a Islamic and multicultural environment, Beirut.

	(IT) Marisa Restello
	Secretariat for the Ecumenical Activities (SAE), Treviso.

	(E – D) Vicente Riesgo
	Responsible of pastoral services for Spanish Catholics in Germany, Madrid-Bonn.

	(IT) Brunetto Salvarani
	Director of CEM (Centro Educazione sulla Mondialità), author of the book “Educare al pluralismo religioso”, Brescia.

	(B) Jaques Scheuer
	Scientific supervisor of the degree program of Religion Sciences, Catholic University of Leuven, and professor of Oriental Religions, Louvain-la-Neuve.

	(IT) Giuseppe Tacconi
	Professor of Education at the University of Verona.

	(F) Monique Van Lancker
	Director of the intercultural association CEFIR, Dunkerque.


Other collaborators
	(IT) Francesco Arleo
	Collaborator of ISRE, expert in technologies applied to education, responsible of this project for CePOF, Verona.

	(AUS) Marisa Giorgi
	Archeologist, freelance cunsultant, Brisbane

	(B) Maggy Kraentzel
	Linguist, Chastre 

	(IT) Emilia Leopardi
	Project manager with Edulife, Verona

	(F) Aicha Merdji
	Photographer at the 2007 conference of this project, Nantes. See pictures: UE meeting 2007 by Aïcha

	(B) Marc Molitor
	Radio journalist, RTBF (Belgian radio-TV), Brussels.

	(B) Dominique Nocera
	Bachelor of Social Sciences, Secretary of Insertion, Brussels.

	(IT) Enrico Olioso
	Engineer, responsible of this project for Edulife, Verona.

	(IT) Cristiana Pauletti
	Director of CePOF, Verona.

	(IT) Marco Perini
	Student apprentice, Faculty of Education, University of Verona.

	(IT) Roberto Pozzo
	Sociologist, Treasurer of Insertion – European Centre, Gargnano.

	(AUS) Michael Spann
	Philosopher, freelance cunsultant, Brisbane

	(IT) Luca Trevisani
	IT specialist Edulife, Verona


	(IT) Francesco Zappulla
	IT specialist Edulife, Verona


	Reception duties at the 2007 conference were also fulfilled by: Maria Cosoi, Manuela Giambarda, and Patrizia Ghilardi
We also greatfull to those who sent advices and corrections during the testing periode of this learning program.



	


Sponsors
· European Commission
· Foundation Banca San Paolo
· Foundation ASM
· Foundation Comunità Bresciana
and the patronage of the City Council of Gargnano 
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